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that at's hard for pho wok ery —er ro 


to find where to' fix for his own con- 
fortable Society. | And: this Calamity 


4 of each Party tooffer any thing to ac- 
theſe | 


—_ T_T 


bo 


/| ing - rather. that their Oppoſites 
( | how wholly conform to their Senti- 
| ments, and relinquiſh their own. 


And what may be thought ( in that 
calc) of this preſent Overture we can- 
A 2 not 


: (4, 
not certainly a nor wyll be too 
onkdenrt that thexe is Hothing of that 
nature 1n it. But of this we. will be 
confident, that thqthings here deſired, 


do carry much of their reaſonableneG þ. 


id the Very dature þf them, atd have 
their zpprobation bdth from the ſacred 
Word, and ; the- Works of thoſe to 
whom they now addreſsthemſelves for 
a Chriftian Copiplianee. "7 ©! 
But it will-bednd; What are the Mer 
that make this Overture £ 
b:Our Anfiver'isy Weare the Servants 
of rhe Living God+-or, We are Chri- 
ftians5: and having (ten the Diſcords 
and Rumes which” have befallen the 
Chriſtian Nations;7dot heartily-defire 
thoſt'Breaches may. be made up. -And 
as'it'is not, ſo 'ris hoped it will not be 
deemed, any Tranſgreſhon of the Law 
of God or manfor anyChriſtiansroſeek 


* By Truth in this , 
4 .ce le inend chief. "nOther in the * Trath, 


y what 5snecdfulto; | Norwithſtanding their 
Sb, Lite, > 'differing Circutſtan- 
| _ cesinre{ſfeRtof world- 


for Peace onewith/ a- 


| 


| 


' the ” Om weak ,and not to plege 


(5) 
ly ond or; the- diſparity: of their 
Education; ſeeing they. ought all to be 
cloatbed with humility the ſtrong to bear 


themſelves, Brother of high ho 
to rejozce in that he is. made low, | 

Chief to become Servant; to the veſt.' | ' 
. When: Pawbheart of the Diviſions 
which" ta in-che. Churely at C6- 
rinth;how be blame them-for their 
Carnatity as the cauſe, and bftir hin 
ſelf ro recover their Unity;in the'trath 
which at firſt they had receiver * \v\Cof. 
1.710.. Now I beſeech you Brethren;bPthe 
name of our 'Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that®ye 
alt fpeak the ſame \thing, and thi vhere be 
no" Diviſions among you, but ' that ye be 
perfealy Jowadsgnalco.te the TR mind, 


and in the ſame} ndgment. 
them tothe Foundation, and Rule! Ae 


all:Chriſtian Unity , that only 
was Crucified for theme > a Cir r 
to” be. divided; and that rhey-were 


baptized rm the Chriſt, andothat 
therefore they rok not ns ny 


_ but 5 þ flow Cry. 


Bue 


ii. But, it- ſeems. 


this 


notlive to ſee anend of 1 
he Rn only from the cloſe of 
i{tle to them, 2 Cor.12 21. 
-but alſo from the 27h 
Oho. ſurvived. him). which he wrote 
upon the occaſian.of that 


* he could 
12 humility of mud, 
i Holy.-Spirit had 
* him. — Sce, beloved Friends, what 
*an Example is given unto us: forif 

* the Lord was fo humble, what ſhall 

* we do,who are come under the yoke 

* of his Grace? —<det-us ſtick to theſe 
| W therefore 
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great 


” comers - 
Sigh b by many Arguments, but 
cla 3k reducing them to the 

xample of Chriſt their Leader, and 
the \prattiſe of. ſuch-.as lived afier a 
godlylort. His words are theſe: 


their Drvifcens 


Epiltle of Clement 


to. Ex» 


- «their Mouth, but with their Heart 


; be madeevident ®;70 


” OP), | 
«therefore who live godly and peac 
bo and not to HA by gc. | 
«tically otily ſeem ro defire Peace: for 
« ſomewhere he ſaith, they bleſſed with 


{« they curſed; — for their Heart was 
*not right with Him, nenher were 
< they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. © ©. 
Now if the Points .in Contraverlic 
among the Chriſtians at Corinth, were 
of s great mioment as ours(as that may. 


then 'tis as rational'''*& 3.341128, 
for vero ſer con" 2H he 
cord each with other, 'iealfo Clem: 8p. ar 
as it was for Pax and © Werand® willy 
Clement to ſeek to 'u-" CATED 
nite them;'" And hence we are the' 
more defirovs to*make” this* preſent 
_ Proteſtants in the Church 'of”, 

gland; for divers Cauſes : And firſt's; 

As jt is yery' evident there hath-bin 
a greidipueyior hain the BUERSy 

the Goſpel '( both in the Form and 
Power of it) fince the plantation of it 
| A 4 in 


{.3) 

in, the World, by Chrift, and-his-Apo- 
ſtles.; fo allo it... is certain, that many 
. Men in Ages. paſt, . as well as 

11. this preſent, Age, have (till big la- 
- bouring. ( and 4 .often-times under 
t_tryals). for oohe Raltoration of 
the T Truth. t9 its. Purity,, ſome jn-one 
_ and ſome 18 another. more eſpe- 


"Aa ok the Er Proteſtapt hath 

ar ai ve as others, ſome in reform- 
| vers things -m - Do&rine - and 
Fr others-m keeping the ground 
they: have. gained, againſt the oppo- 
lets of: Reformation. 

Now -this Work, (as it is of God,) 
ought to be Eatried on, 10 the . Nations 
of aftpe? Word ta igs perfecon.. Namely, 

ll.the,'T:rughs..gf.che Goſpel be deli-: 
wary from all humane lgnovations 
which havez it, to.the; diſtur-. 
banceofthe peace otChriſtiansinallages 
ſince they ap opportunity. to croud 
Jn the unto the. C5 ter og. a 

Butt 6 Sbſpy n..of .. this 
work of | 4 yan, bas bin She al 

ng 


( 97. 

lingout of the Reformersamong them-' 
ſaves. And this 1s the caſe of the ſober 
Proteſtant, and the Bdptiſed Believer; 
1n' this: Age and Natwin: the Jarter 
; not ſa honouring the! ficlt as' he-ot 
with: reſpe& to: what: God hath dots 
by himg/and : the |former deffiling the 
htter, -byr\whotn God is-pleafed {nor 
withſtanding) to bring to light ſome 
antient Triths which the former over- 
{lip'd;-or took not due notice of, And 
by this impatience -and: diſreſpe&-1n. 
each rowards other, they prove inimi- 
cal to; the very Work, which in the 

mainthey both delign to promote. 
It:ts the way of 1ngenuous Men in 
reviving decayed. Arts, ' to honout 
their Predecefiors, though 4nferior to 
themſelves,'and ,to ;gncourage. thoſe: 
that ſucceed to attempt things more 
excellent. Why are-not Chriſtians as ins. 
nuous intheir endeavours to reſtore* 
ecayed Religion? Thete 1s nothing 
in the Anthour of our Profeſſion;'or 
the Profeflion it felt, but candor and 
ingenuity. Wherefore if we intend the 
" further- 


; 


| ('ro ) 
furtherance of the Work of Reformari- 
an, hitherto carried on through mani. 
fold Affitions, -let us timely conſider 


* Qur.common Intereſt, which 1s to make 


oneShoulder to defend what our An- 
exſtors have worthily atcheived';" as al- 
G©'to joyn our induſtry for'the reſto< 
ration of every” Trath which they 
omitted. . 

2. Our ſecond Monve ſhall ref] 
the 39 Articles of 'the Church of Eng- 
lavd, in which if a few things (which 


- arenot of the ſubſtance of the Chriſti- 


an Religion) were explained or amen- 
ded,- it were avery caltething for the 


and-' Faith,: as \tquching the Baſs, or 
foundation of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And to the intent that Unity may be 
herein attained between us; we (hall 
humbly beg 'leave' with plainneſs to 
ſhew (when. we offer our. Propoſals) 


IM. 


the Particulers-wittrecf we-thd Goubs- + | 


ful inſome of the ſaid Articles; 
«13, Our 


C11 


) | 
Our third Motive to feek for Con» 


cord with the pious Proteſtant, is the 


contents of - that re- +; 
markable *' Letter, veen This Levier tis 
waar renry F4 years, and 'nemy 
ombes B. D. (UP- "Yr! Fariew. 85x" Wh 
a occalion 'of his | Tomes bis Prefice 
learned Diſputatians third pare of bY 
concerning. the Re- Review" of aha Dice 
- n9v wn - wy ant Baptiſm, pI9 
tive uſe) and written by that Reve- 
rend Man Dr. Barlow,” now Lord Biz 
ſhop of Lyweolr, which verbatimn, 15 as 
followeth : . 


m— 1 am « friend to your Jon ( wham 
1 have known meat na ago. 
this 31 years) and-to-your opinion toe 
(ar to the inaiw of it); fo 1 believe aaa 
know, that there is preg Sire nor 
PraSice is Scripture for To” 
ay of Eoidenie Ng for 
rag fr 
who bears witnefi'to Infant - Kos x 
fiſed in the Church zsTertullian, but ſo,ar 
nth a Doan 
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unwarrantable and irrational Cuſtome. 
And Nazianzen a good while after. bin 
(in his Oration {rs «:yiou Bdwlioua, diflikes 
it 100, and would not have Infants brought 
to Baptiſm till they were- of ſome age, and 
able to anſwer for themſelves, Sure I am 
that in the primitive times they\ were firſt 
tobe Catechumeni,and then voliDil\fes,[ilu- 
minati, or *Baptizati, and this not only 
Children of Pagans, or Pagans converted, 
but Children of Ghriftian Parents, Nazi 
anzen ( = Biſhop's Sen.) ' being. mat 
beptizzd till be was about 30 jears 
appears in his life; and ar EOIIG 
of ſome others. The Truth is, Infant Bap- 
riſe did (bom or by whom 1 know not) 
come in, inthe ſecond (emury, and in 
the 24 and 4th begen tobe, pradiiſed, 
though not generally, and: defended a; 
| from that Text. ( grofly\ mriſinder+ 
ford )Joh. 3.5. Upon the like groſs miſtake 
of Joh. 6.'53. they did for many. Gem 
 Baries ( both in the Greek and Latin 
Church ) communicate Infants, and, give 
then the Lord's Supper, and I confeſtthey 
wight do bathas well as either : but als 


. tho” | 
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tho they baptized ſome Infants, and thought 
it lawfil jo to do, yet Auſtin was tte firſt 
that ever ſaid it was neceſſary inde duxus 
pater Infantum. I have ſeen what "my 
. harned and\'werthy Friend Dr. Hams: 
mond, My. Baxter and others ſay in dew 
fence of it, and I confeſs 1 wonder "wot. 
4 little that wen of ſuch great parts ſhould 
ſay ſo muchto ſo little purpoſe,for 1 have not 
yet ſeen anything like an Argument for is. 

And not only this Letter, burmany 
other Teſtimomes which are found id 
the Writings of learn- | ne 
ed Proteſtants tothe ,. tr Lok Party 
ſame purpoſe(as hath and Prelaciſts, bare 
bin-ſhewn by diverſe Pinging. bat n> 
hands in our Books ' determined in Scrip« 
nowv extant)do great- 71a gn 
ly perſwade us 'to Church. Def. Prize. 
hope, that the Con- rar And De. 


K. cells 
troverſies about Bap- 'hwre G no pris 


tiſm draws towards Tradition br Js 
an end, and were this YA ya Ones 
point - well agreed, 

many other things would be therewith 


lo moderated, as that we ſhoyld. (by 
Gods 


have-one Heart and one Way, 
-.-4- Our fourth Motive 1s taken from 
that great dread which ſeems to be at 
preſent upon this Land, of, the encroach- 
avert of Popery but what is inthis God 
knooweth, por ſhall we concern our 
Elves with ſcerets. And ſeeing it is ratio- 
nal to bclieve,that nothing ſhall ſooner 
being ſuch Fears and heavy Judgments 
_ us,thanour own Diſlentions and 
iwifions (11 which there is too much 
difſenting from the . Truth). therefore 
do we the more earneſtly deſire to 
diſpoſe our minds to unite in Truth 
and Charity, with all fuch as love God 
" and-their Neighbour, -and walk accor- 
ding to the general rules of-Chriſtiani- 
ty: reſolving to bear what(with a good 
Conſcience)may be born for Peaceſake 
in che Fruth; in which we ſhall(upona 
fnendly andfree Debate) be agreed. 
Our Hhſt' and principal Monve, '1s, 
That hereby God ſhall be glorified, un 
the. furtherance of a Faithful and Im- 
partial Reformation of Life and Reli- 
' | gion, 


, (38 3 
Gods help) approach that Bleſſing, to 


” GBY 
gion, when xl... M had {o great 
a ſhare in contending one i 


by ftooping to. what of ſincere. Truch 
hath appeared in our; Diſputes; and 


| notleave.our Divihops Hereditary 
our Potty, be but rather a pious Ex- 


_ AT by fuch a' Guin 
roger a as may juſtly . renderus 

|  willingto be oyercome*by Truth. on 

both, parts, where the matter [hall re- 

quire 1t, 

| And herein let none fo much, cnfa 

his orber glory as the good 


general ; s as it irgritten Let no Man Rk 
his own, but every Man anothers wealth. 
And _agaiz, let every . one of «s_ pleaſe-bis 
Neighbour for his good to Edification. 
And let that Chriſtian ſpeech of Cle- 

ment 


(46) 
"##ent come to- mind and lacs this 
——_———_ 0 226: $C2, 71d 218 
(he)! the 
FA there 


bakoadm oanry; 
hot pimitjye, patter, . .. {2 
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SERSE Prycr to God for 
his Bleſſing upon this preſent 
endeavour for (oncordamongft 
Diflenting Chriſtians. 


Moſt Mighty, moſt Holy, and moſt 
Graciows God ! What are we that 
we ſpeak unto Thee, the God of 
Heaven and Earth? We beſeech thee 


pardon our unworthineſs, and for the ſake 
of Chriſt our Saviour, hear this *Prayer, 


which in his ame we do with our 


whole Heart pour out before thy Maje- 


'y. 
O Lord, in thy Fatherly Compaſſion be- 
bold the ſad Diviſions which have befallen 
the Chriſtian People throughout the whole 


, World. And ſeeing nothing is too hard 
for Thee, Graciouſly be pleaſed to move 


upon the Hearts of all ſober and Heavenly- 
minded Chriſtians (however differing in 
B ſome 


(18 
ſome Points YT 7 r- briſtian Pro- 
| Yand (6 work by t Tr Ps- 
Ring _ Wiſdom, : dey -& be 
fo united in Brotherly AfeTion,as ſpeedily 
to confider one another in Love : And to 
{wwe compaſſion owe of another under their 
differences in Opinion. O deſtroy 
the Spirit of Pride. avd BLOOD- 
THIRSTINESS from amongſt the Chri- 
ftian People. And let all that are called by 
that Name be aſhamed that ever ſuch wrath 
hath bin found amongit them.and let them 
be humbled before thy Majeſty in the re- 
membrance of it, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee. 

Moſs Graciows (Jod, we confeſs to 
Thee, we are not worthy to undertake any 
thing in behalf of the Peace and Uni- 
ty of divided Chriſtians : But thou (Q 
Ged) that defpieſ xot the baſe and weak, 
things of this World, bs intreated to blef 


our preſent Enterpriſe, as it is conſiſtent 
with thy pleaſure, to the good of thy Peo- 
ple univerſally; That they may be one i 
Truth and Peace, accordine to thy Word, 
which is Irmth. 


W: 


| 
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We beſeech thee Þ fas the Heart 
the Mighty, _ Wiſe and Honorable in 
the an Nations, to Truth and 
Peace, gre rſcend to Jeng Ar for as. 
| Glory, and bw Peoples iypleogo and 
pray,that none who are called by thy Nome 
way ary longer be puffed up, for one, and 
againſt another; O teach thoſe that love 
Thee,to firive together with one mtind for 
the Trath and "Power of Religion ac- 
cording to the Goſpel. 
Good Lord,be intreated for thy Names 
' ſake, inbebalf of all thoſe that are of piows 
meaning, in theſe Nations eſpecially, that 
their Hearts being intirely kit together 
in the great and more neceſſary parts of 
thy Worſhip, they may Glorifie thy Name 
with one conſent, by a charitable forbear- 
_ in things which are not | foriful in thy 
roht 

h We intreat Thee ( our God) make us 
thy Servants ever to be ready onour parts, 
to evidence by aff, what here we pro- 
poſe in word, and; grant thy Spirit to en- 
le us herein to ſerve Thee, and all ſuch 

# fear Thee, an ar thy Teſtimwonies, 
2  f 


IRey TY 
K822223K20-323SU22QK% 
5 A 


| - Friendly Epiſtle 


All che Biſhops & Miniſters 


OF THE 


Churchof England. 


Reverend Sirs, 


Ay it pleaſe you in the mecknefs 
and gentleneſs of Chriſt, to ay 
aſide - ( alittle ) thoſe excerior 


Honours which are 'conferred 
upon you, and to condeſcend to Men of low 
degree, 'and in that Condeſcention ſeriouf] 
'| - to ponder, !what is herein with Humility an 
, Sincerity ſubmirted ro your Conſideration. 

We do: ſeriouſly account it a part of our 
Infelicity, to ſee the Diſtraftions and Divi- 
fions, which are in our Land,*about things 
B 3 relating 


| 
| 


| arcabout Ceremonies, And thoſe alſo of Hw- 


relatin ng to the WS wy God, and our Savi- | 
our. Jelus Chriſt and therewithal it is too. e- 
vident that rhe Power of Godlineſs -is mach 
neglected, and the Ways of Chriſtianity 
greatly depraved, whereupon many that 

ve the Lord Jeſus, are ſo cftranged among 
themſelves, - a5, to become Adverfaries to 
their own Peace, and the Conifort of each 
other. 

May it then pleaſe God, to lead us all to 
the Conlideration of theſe ill Effects, ' and 
to. remove the Cauſes of them. And ſee- 
ing we may perhaps be under worſe Ap 

s concerning one another, than hers 
is real cauſe for, let it be almly fidered 
on both \parts, that onr teftdifferences 


mane device (as we conccive ). the beſt of 
which are not worth the loſs of one Soul, 
and therefore in no wile ft to advennige 
the breach of oun Peace and Chriflian Con- 
cord, for their ſake, which may be the cauſe 
of pcrilbing to many, | 
May it therefore. feem well lekag to 
you, the Biſhops of the Church of England, 
with your Brethren of the Miniltery, to ad» 
mit of ſome friendly and free- Debate with 
the Biſhops and Teachers of the Baptizcd 
Churches in- this Nation to try if by any 
means a way _ ALON 
Chriltt- 


( 23 
Chriſtian Concrd in the Co of God. 

To cfte&t this, is either impoflible, or 
dithcule only. Not the firſt, fith our diffe- 
rences lie not in the dodrinal part of any 
Foundation-Article of the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſo much as in the application or practick 
part of them. 

For, to touch a little the grand points a- 
bout which we differ, viz. Sacred Baptiſm, 
and the Diſcipline of the Church, of theſe we 
{pake the ſame thing 3 for thus you teach, 
That in Baptiſm there is an inward and ſpiri- 
tual Grace, and an outward and viſible Sign 
And that Repentance, whereby we forſakg Sin, 
And Faith, whereby we 
ftedfoftly believe the Pro» _>* your Gburch 
miſes of God made to w ; 
in that Sacrament, are the things required of all 
Perſons that are to be baptized. And hereun- 
to we do moſt heartily ſubſcribe, | 

And touching holy Diſcipline, your Doc- 
trine is, That the manner of proceeding in 
Excommunication, is firſt by gentle Admonition, 
and that once or twice given with the- Spirit of 
meekneſl, if the fault be not notorionſly known ? 
and next by open reprebenſion , afterwards by 
publick ſentence of the Church to _ bim from 
the company of the faithful, to deliver bim to 
Satan, to denounce hims an Heathen and a Pub- 
tiean, if no Admonitions will ferve , and the 

B 4 crimes 
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erimes be very offenſive. To this Doctrine like 
wiſe we do give our full conſent. 
Nevertheleſs it muſt be granted a very 
eat difficulty ( as things now ſtand) to re- 
orm what is really amiſs on your part in 
the practice relating to thoſe two points of 
the Chriſtian Religion 3 eſpecially ſeeing 
that the worldly Intereſt of fo many carnal- 
minded men, ſcems todepend upon the con- 
tinuation of the Errors which have befallen 
you in the practice of theſe holy Inſtitutes. 
Howbeit this Difficulty is not greater than 
it was to reform, what was as really amiſs in 
that great Ordinance, the Loxd's Table,whe- 
ther we conſider their Exror who for many 
Centuries gave the Communion to Infants 3 
or theirs, who by their Tranſubſtantiation de» 
ſixoy the very natnre of the Sacrament. - 
Nor ſhall we here forget, but thankfully 
remember the great Travel and Sufferings 
of your Martyrs, and the pious Zeal which 
2 d in many of them, when called to 
reduce that holy Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper from many corruptions, by which it 
had been prophaned. 

" But yet we mult needs condole their 
ſhortneſs, in not looking with like diligence 
into the priſtine purity of the other Sacra- 
ment. By which ov » we which ſur- 
viye them, are expolſcd the more to our _ 

nc 
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ſent Difficulties. And hence we may bor- 
row that paſſage in 1 Chzon.15. 13. Becauſe 
ye did it not at the firſt, therefore the: Lord: our 
God made a breach upon ws, for that we ſought 
bim not after the due order. ' And. here we 
ought to learn, that ſeeing God worild not 
indulge his Servant David in ſuch an over- 
fight (when yet his intention was very pious) 
will have his own Methods duly obſerved in 
things pertaining to his Service. 

Your Wiſdoms know very well who hath 
faid, 4 little Leaven leaveneth the whale + 
and that every Plant which the F 
bath not planted, muſt be pu—_ and how 
vain the Worſhip (even of the true God ) is efteems-. 
ed by Chrift, which is taught — of 
Men ? All which crys a that Religion 
be reſtored to its primitive Purity, that fo 
Men may give unto God the things that 
are God's, and ceaſe to ſerve him with their 
own inventions. 

What we ſhall here propoſe to theſe holy 
Ends, is no more than what at preſent we 
conceive to be very needful z Howbeit, 'we 
may not preſcribe to you, but only offer an 
occaſion to your Wiſdoms to confider us 
as Chriſtians, not as Enemies. For itis evi- 
dent that thoſe Coercive ways which ſome 
encline to, and under which we have bin, 
and ftill arc exerciſed, are not like toceffe&t 


(26) 
Chriftian Amity arid Unity,” but: rather to 
make the Breach much: wider. 

That then it may pleaſe God (even the 
God of Peacc) to dire& your Wifdoms to 
thoſe wholſbme Methods, which may be 
natutd] to procure and+continue 2 laſtin 
Peace between us in the Truth of the Gof- 
pel, (hall be our Prayer to him for you, and 
in whoſe fear we humbly make theſe fol- 
lowing Propoſals. And firſt, 


L Concerning the.3 9 Articles, &c. 


As we have already hinted, that (in our 
t) ſome things in the 39 Articles of 
the Church do admit of ſome amendment, 
We ſhall cherefore humbly propoſe our 
Doubts in that caſe, that the*Fundamen- 


tals __ ſecur'd, other things may the 
more eakily p 


- 


be reconciled. 

1, Our firſt ſcruple concerns the third Arti 
alc, where it requires, Belicf that Chriſt went 
down into Hell, betides his being in the 
Nate of the Dead, and buried in the Sepul- 
chre. \Now this Paſſage is ſo dubious, as 
that even My. Rogers, who wrotea Book in | 
defence of the 39 Articles, doth confeſs, that 
the | native and undoubted Sence of this 
Articke is not known, fo that we conceive 


it t not to be-required as an Article 
abr neceſſa- 


he Cui 1 A 
neceflary to —SRPIS , 
a * Fat, fri ens 
24 In the 8th Article all aht:,that this danke 
things contain'd in the he —_— 
three Creeds, are requi- into Hell was'nor 
red Levy to be de- wp pn 
lieved, lin ſome of which; the 5 » Creed, antl 
is the- faid | clauſe, - of dhe acer det 7 
Chriſt ;Deſcenſion into Hell % Ser Mr. Kojs's 3-8 
(the meaning whereof is xr mw 1 ql w 
doubtfuk ) And ſome - 22d on 
terms'in the Creed of Arbanafie, are ſohard ( 
to be underſiood, that we think they . 
not fo be impoſed as neceflary : We h f 
| conceive the Modeſty of Hi more (7 
| thanſoine ofthe Zealous Speeches of Arba- 


nafu, who tells us © That whatſoever is uſed 


«KJ; 


is beyond the compaſs ; 
« of Speech, the reach of - Se Miro Calvin 


* ciey of Underſtanding,” lanthis een: 
| And though he had uſed on is taken. 
| the Words [ Three Hy- 
peftafir ] yer he confeſſes *This is to do things 
'| - © unkwful, wo ſpeak that which ought ngt 

©* to be ſpoken, to attempt things not licen- 
© ſed, to put things in peril: of the Speech 

* of Men, which ought to be kepe in 'the 
© Religioufnels of minds. And Auftin > 


(28 ) 
feſſes that it ought not to be fpoken, [ How] the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are. three] A 
Holy Trinity there 'is, but { how] it ſubſiſi- 
eth-God only knoweth. 

Arid here both the Modeſty and Caution 


of Mr. Calvin alſo is worth our Confiderati- + | 


or, who ſpeaking of the Titles, or Expref- 
- fons, viz. A Trinity of Perſons in the Unity 
" "of uhe Godbexd, faith, 

If the Names bave not been without cauſe 
invented, we ought to take beed that in rejelting 
them we be not juſtly blamed of Pre- 
Jumptuouſneſ. 1 would to God (ſaith he) they 
where buried indeed, ſo that THIS FAITH 
WERE AGREED OF ALL MEN, That the 
Father, Sex.and Holy Ghoft are ONE GOD, 
and yet that the F atber. is not the Son, nor the 
Haty Ghoſt the Sox, but diſtints by certain Pro- 
perties. Inſtit. 1, 1. c. 1+ Sect.5+ 

3-The13th Article would have it believed, 
that no Works done without F aith in Jeſin Chrift 
are pleaſant to God, &re. Which we think 
is doubtful, conſidering how it is ſaid that 
the Prayers and Alms of Cornelius were come 
ap for « Memorial. before God, Ad. 10.1,2,3. 
yet 'tis certain he did not then know Jeſus + 
Chai 


uſt, 
4+ The »8th Article ſcems doubtful, where 
At teacheth, that none can be ſaved who dili- 


gemily frame their life according to the __ 


| 
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Law of Nature, &c. Whereas if God have 
given them no other Law or Light to walk 
by, we conceive it more ſafe for us to leave 
them to the Lord (who wilt not gather 
where he hath not ſirewed ) than thus to 


' cenſure them. 


5. The ſecond Paragraph of the 27th Ar- 
ticle may well be omited, ſeeing it is grant- 
&d by learned Proteſtants, that there is no 
plain Scripture for Infant Baptiſm. Inſtead 
of which Paragraph it may ſately be inſerted, 
that the Infants of Chriſtians ſhould be de- 
voted to God by Prayer and Bleſſing, which 
may be juſtified by the Law of Nature, and 


' ſpecially by the Words of Chriſt, Mat. 19.6. 


6. The 36 Article not neceffary- to be .im- 
poſed as an Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
ſceing that Book of Conſecration of Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, ordering of Priefts and Deacons,is not 
of Divine Amtbority; and it muſt needs be 
more ſafe to refer the buſineſs of Conſecrat- 
ing, or ordaining Chriſt's Miniſters (of what 
rank foever) to the Rules given in the ho- 


ly ng 

And hence we do further conceive, it'is 
very needful that thoſe ſevere Sentences of 
Excommunication contain'd in the Book of 
Canons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical ( ſpeci- 
ally theſe two, contain'd in Can. 5. & 9.) be 
recalled. '-For ſeeing they themſclves ( that 


compoſed 


( 30 ) 

compoſed "the: 39 Axticles ) were but Men, 
(though pious Men ) and therefore ( as 
themſclyes teach, Art. 21, ) might poſſibly err, 
even in things pertaining to God, Therefore 
(8s they lay) things ordained by them, 
beve neither Strength nor Authority, waleſt is - 
mey be declared, that they be taken out of the 
Ward of God. Nor ought the Church to 
enforce any thing to be believed for neceſſity 
of Salvation, which is cither againſt or be- 
fudes the Ward of Ged, as they alſo teach, 
anidego. Thus much of the 39 Articles. 


H. Concerning the viſuble Church of Chyift, 


2. As it is rightly acknowledged by 
Chriſtians generally, and particularly by the 
Church of England, Article 19. That the 
Charch of Chrift is « Congregation of faithful 
Men, in which the puere Word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred accordi 
ts Chrift s Ordinance, in —- was ry 
of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame, So it may 
4 FO = obſcrved that none be admitted 
Members of this Vifible Church, or Myſtical 


they are faithful, at leaſt by their perſonal 
Profeffion of the Faith of Chriſt, and Wil- 
lipgnefs to walk in newnels of Lite, agcord- 
ing to the Principles or general Rules of the 


£ L, 
LS © 3d 


Body of Chriſt 3 till they give evidence that - |- 


Chriſtian gs, Fg in- the | 
Scriptures, the Rule IT ' wi a: 

2. And ſecing itis the Work God, 
which Man with the Heart believeth up+ 
to Righteouſneſs, from which Faith only 
can proceed that Confeſſion - with the 
Mouth. which is to Salvation 3 That there» 
fore it may be firmly agreed, that humane 
force or violence is not the means ore 
dain'd of God to propagate the Church 
of Chriſt. But that preaching 4he Godpel, 
and walking holily in Charity towards all 
Men, are the true and proper means to 
encreaſe the Church, according to the Will 
and Commandment of the everlaſting God, 
made known to all Nations in that behalf, 


III, Concerning Regeneration,and Boptiſns. 


1+ That as Converſion or Regeneration is 
neceſſary to the Chriltian-ſtate of every Sin- 
ner, ſo it may be joyntly held and protefled 
that the Baptiſm of Kepentance, tor Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, is an Ordinance of Chriſt, agd 
neceſſary to the Admillipn of all Men to 

the Priviledges of his Church : and hes 
the things required of all that are tobe 
baptized, axe Repentance, whereby they fax- 
ſake Sin, and Faith, whereby they Giedfaft> 
ly believe the Promiſes of God, made to 
thetp in that Sacrament. 2+ That 


(32 ) 
' 2. Thatas itis granted on all hands, thar 
Immerſion in Water agrees beſt with the 
Word baptize, and was the primitive way of 
baeptizing 3 ſo this Ordinance may therein 
be 'reftored to its purity according to its 
primitive Inſtitution 3 And that tothis end; 
there may be Baptifterions, or fit Places to 


baptize in, appointed fos the Solemn Per- 


formance of this Ordinance. 
IV. Concerning Infants,or Little-Children, 


I.That all Infants of Chriſtians be ſolemn- 
ly devoted to Chriſt by Prayer and Bleſſing, 
and that the Miniſters of Chriſt be afliſtant 
in this Work, not forbidding them this Bleſ- 
ſing, Mat. 19. 13, 14. 

2.That every Miniſter of Chriſt reſiding 
in any Country-Village be obliged, in Con- 
fideration of convenient maintenance, to 
reach all the Children in his precinds to 
read the Holy Scriptures, and to infiruc 
them in the Principles of the Chriſtian Res 
ligioa (Heb. 6. 1,2.) and that they may be 
baptized, when they ſhall profeſs Repen- 
tance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lerd Jeſus Chrilt. And that the like care 
be uſed in Cities, and great Towns, in 
ſuch manner as may be molt convenient. 


5, Come 


*” TY 


—— 5 0 0 Y W- ww Wow 


Ly 


- 


ancient Fils given it by the ok Gho 


-— yaw! o7 4 Princople Fe 


"© The hd Govicretines betior rieg Fe 
thavie may be allowed; that all faithlu] Overſee 
of pabticular. Congregations, may. pc 
this Sexvice upon. the newly Baptiſed 3: tf 
in the abſcnce of fuch-a Miniſter as has air 

tharge; be he:called 'the Angel, os 
of the:Churches: : And that caze bet 
that the Chriftians. who have not . khown 
Principleof Chriſt's _ be deliberately ir 
ſiracted conerrnibg it, before they be made © 
formable to it. | 


6. . Concern ning publich, Prayers, and the manner 
 akwdhe Fe Praiſes of . God in the Churches; 4 
of the removal of ſuch "Ceremonies 4 ſe 
noe tos Eatfication: oi] | 


- | : + 1 '$ 
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. 1. Secing the Prayers\contain'd Scrip- 
are ( and cſpecially-the Lords Pray —— 

ent to direft the-Mah Sf Godoth thit' du 
bar to ect the-dics Gf Golbs tit due 
{Common 'Praycr- be mot impoſed, 4 and: that 
qnay be in the liberty of: the Miniſter to 

—_" Church accordizig to the : ability ablliey hich | 
Þhach given him, that ſo the:Spirit of Pray» 

r, [0s] well as 'the Order of it, may __ \preſer- | 


5. "Tharic be. joyntly agreed chat finging the 
Traiſes of God in Plalms, Hymns, and Spititual 
ngs,/-is a holy rdinance of God; -and that 
he! order 'and; Spiric ob that Duty.! be.xcfiordd 
bodaſlifting) according to 1Cor. $4-and-other ||, 
ules contain'd inithe Holy Scripture. 'And that 

Auſical Iinftruments, bowing to the Altar, ; the 
of the Croſs,the -Surplicc,or any other,unne- 
et ary Ceremony, be prudently removed out of 

# Sexvice. of :God in 'all/Churches./' | + 


l 7. Concerning, Churc-Diſciplie 


|. That the Exerciſe of Diſcipline be reſtored i in 
Churches according] tb the Scriptures, and 
Dodrine of the Ghurch of Taglond, fore- |, 
ited-in:this Epiſile.: © 
2. To the intent that no Sinner beitdulged in 
Iniquity for Money, that it may not be p x- 
itted that any Officer concera'd in the Execu- 
tion 


tion of Diſcipline, take any manner of Fees « 
the Offendery, or #ny- other Perbn for-thett 
And that ſuch Minilters'be-chtraſted "with 
Exerciſe of Diſcipline, as, are Men of kno 
Integrity, Holineſs and felf-Deniial,  And' 
holy Diſcipline be executed iti” 6t near'the plac 
where” the” Offences are committed, accord 
to the Order of the primitive Chutthes. | © 


- Y. Concerning Ordination,' and Preaching the 


1. That the EleQtion arid Ordination of Mir 
ters, of what Rank ſoever, bt reſtored (wher 
in ft, ſhall appear to have been tlegkeRed) in't 
moſt {Gemn manner 'that" tiidy 'be, accordi 
to the” Scriptures: And! that ' ſuch Minifte 
among *tht Baptized Believers, as ſhall be (Gu 
to- have been' fo eJeRed'' ahd ' ordained, /be 
lowed-to preach' the Goſpel, to editie the 
ple, and-to diſpenſe the” ltivty Ordinances. * 
2. That the primitive libetty of prophelſyij 
to Edification;Exhortation, and-Comfort, be 
fioredto the Church, i. e; as it ſhall pleaſe G 
to give 'Men the Gift' of Teaching, Exthort 
on, &c, 'they may be permitted with” Prudey 
to edific the People by the tnodeſt Exercile 


their Gifts in the' Churches. | 
| | 
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th B' por Cn, 


< Relief eff he Baae 


x all wT=0 * 
wiſtians 25 their Abili ortho 
af thery, arc 


ythes for the one, ox &E&{5ment for the other, 
only jure hnmono, and that therefore the ſame 
F Magiltzevic) which garc being tp theſe 
Jay lawfully *s 06 Fl 19 Ih 


: Cor 


YPport: F. 
ſick: of Poor Chailians, js ys | 
PR 46: be cooltantly upheld; in 4he; 
ording 40 every ares Ability 5) 2nd. the. Mor 
1. colle&cd (+9 her gntruſted im the: Hands 
the: Deaconsigl the Church, 18 by them to 
abfully diffributed : as ON, x _ 
i chat therchexe fpch as will ttand-$0 
dwance,' and: tor bis Name-{oke mailer 
oſpel freely ro the Gentiles, way be-ull bad in 
ration and ſeat forth | by the. Church 
reſtore Chriſtianity where it is corrupted 3 
I to plant the Goſpel where it is not known, 
10, Con« 
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Io. x poi ipartiig: 


quit fc ftze, the. "th fome Es "pee h. 


F "s Thar tis Go be ere ar -oncer 
yy Miniſtery z orherwiſe vil! have Mule 
ade NES bs 5 up 238. od” 

io flow the & ara —_ HAY & 

ble'3 a8 þ s written, 7909 ear uf th 

yr Lp Peagle | and ſee their Heart ts thegy 7 


es hers ſhall be like Pe t Pref; 
ar ou how or "gal Fog ons kao), i 
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w h the good off way of Cri 

4 may bb rejeQed, ad that you LUBE be 5d 
opgſe things which may. be more cffetral to, P96 
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| of the Tt ' of Peace, - For 
b the Promiſe » 00 Lift (hat mew 1s, 


rejeaed, yet herein Hon we have F on 
Compfort,. that we bave made the bt Ef: 

Brotherly Concord with them; #eing «iſo 
y Ares whrbrly to forget Fe the hers thang; 


A—_ » have (« our. Countr 
Fiber the Cer Prone ane-honk had pond 
this - ag to obſcrve, that God hty 


Math pleaded the Innocency of our Prhipies and 

\ from the  Eyils too frequently, and moſt unjuſtly 
ztſted againſt them'; and that therefore we may now 
"1 greater freedom! of ch,” Eipreſs © our felves 


For Auguſtine. * 
£771 thim 1s Jour Pere, whack we do alleqgl by theſe Let- 
ters wnte your Reverence, Faſt, | 
Aug Ept'e8.” ad” of it aw" that you would 
Donat, _- .. confer with wr (55-05 praceably + 
F "nd quietly; to the End w fl} 
| ver be taken away from thoſe i whom it ſhall be | 
found, and no that Men be taken away, no puniſh 
44, bet geptly cerretfed, 


Bur' beſote we ſhvt up this Epiſlle it will be need- 
to anforer fwd ObjeRions which ay ſeem to be of 
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.the bſtance of what Truch hath received cc 
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pi Ent alter the $ubje& ET y 


\ were were bopuitt an Pate? F-pe Bagts 


;tix9hH. again, upon more 


of God, —_ granted. | 1] 
2. We ſtand ready to hear what our Friends 'of 
Church of England, 'will requite- pus ro anſver 
Kindnefſes which we defire of them aro yr, I 
deny. them. nothing . which ne __ lawfully 

2. Obj. That the EE "which Pa OF is. & 
caſe F Bapti/av, amounts oa 4 Rownncraton 
Chr: cm —_—_ ro begin anew to becomes Chry 


: The. Church of England. dors ;nox only. 4 


altering-io rhe better ; bur will 

paragraph of her 29rb Anticle, and ber yalgap 

whi roy - made void hitherto by the, 
of Pxdobaprilm. 

as Nas 10 hyphens yg» 6 to, 


of the efncoanys > ob divers Afodeye 
—_ 


ar nk here we She 6 en 


they not renounce the 
any Truth which they LE ng 
Bur did rather perfe:t that Infirm {m which 
had received. wr it is a a oſt he Preſoraprion that 
te how netking an all, ne ed 

Infants know not at all, cither w 

what is done to them, but oppoſe iv what ig them 


POSTSCRIPT: 


j He Readtr riny bs enffdrnt, we are wot witheit fore- 
|  ferh's that our hearty deſire and endeavour for Truth 
| 


wb be lirflfroyar ded by inn}; ſonre will cen- 
ay eons 204 \ av her Is ve here pro- 


: Shes the ext wi brities; h | 
heron ole 


| 16. wherein br aI/o indravesrt for Face 
Dy Obriflrent ; buy there w one thing weceffary _ 
That 


th 


tation afd Govdrimiear av was that" at' Philogye, 
> do rhir,' be may B+ confiient ſractl _- 
I mer beep ww from hey Communion 7 And thay be may 
ſuch, ir rhe anſtigntd aud tadeavony: of ths An- 
BrY off rhe precedent” Epiffte, ' 
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